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“Somewhere Between Where You Live and Where | Live
is the Place Where We Ought to Live”

The Friendship Between the Revs.
Thomas K. Beecher and Joseph H. Twichell
Thomas K Beecher
Thomas K. Beecher of Elmira was the outspoken 19th-century minister who turned
his Park Congregational church into a force in the community, rejected creeds, and
espoused a populist form of politics. The Rev. Joseph Hopkins Twichell of Hartford,
Connecticut, ministered to a gilt-edged church, was friend and traveling companion to
Mark Twain, and remained of a conservative and relatively placid frame of mind through-
out his life. The two men co-officiated at Samuel and Livy Clemens’s wedding and occa-
sionally swapped pulpits. They remained close despite differences. Their frank and warm
relationship provides a fascinating tale and casts light on the social background of Mark
Twain’s world.
Joseph H. Twichell
5)561/6 C()w’t/«e% is the author of Joseph Hopkins Twichell: The Life and Times of Mark Twain's Closest Friend (Georgia,
2008), winner of the Connecticut Book Award; 'The Loveliest Home That Ever Was': The Story of the Mark Twain House in Hart-
ford (Dover, 2011); and Mark Twain's Hartford (Arcadia, 2016), among other works. He is co-editor, with Peter Messent of the
University of Nottingham and Harold K. Bush of St. Louis University, of The Mark Twain-Joseph Hopkins Twichell Letters (Geor-
gia, 2017, paperback edition published 2020). He has been a journalist for forty years, much of that time at The Hartford

Courant, and has served as both publicist and curatorial project coordinator at The Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford,
Connecticut.
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Between Mark Twain and Bella Z. Spencer:
Satire and Sentiment on the Subscription Book Market

Ask a literary critic about the American subscription book market, and almost
inevitably the conversation will turn to one figure: Mark Twain. Twain was both a
subscription bookselling wunderkind, selling more than eighty-thousand copies of
1869’s The Innocents Abroad in just a year and a half through this method, and a favorite
of the literary establishment, who considered him an exception to the low-quality offerings
they believed typified the subscription business. Even so, the emphasis on a single author
has resulted in a neglect of figures besides Twain who operated within it. One such figure is Bella Zilpha Spencer,
whose 1866 novel Tried and True, or Love and Loyalty: A Story of the Great Rebellion pre-dates Mark Twain and
Charles Dudley’s Warner’s The Gilded Age — long considered the first novel sold by subscription — by seven years.
In putting Spencer’s work, and her novel’s life on the subscription market, in conversation with Twain’s, we expand
erstanding of fiction’s relationship to this pervasive and diverse system of distribution.

(detail) Laura’s Visit to the Bookstore
from The Gilded Age (Chapter 36)

/6{5‘6'0@ ddnis aPh.D. candidate in English at Stanford University. She is currently at work on her dissertation, Anxieties

undanee: Book and Body in America’s Gilded Age, which explores how the late nineteenth century “book flood” heightened
oubled sense that books were people with minds (and bodies) of their own. Her work on women in the subscription
rade has been honored with a California Young Book Collector’s Prize and she is a 2022-2023 Fellow at the Stan-
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