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“‘A Dog’s Tale’ in Context: Twain & the Transatlantic 
Anti-Vivisection Campaign”

With its complex treatment of animal subjectivity, Twain’s 1903 story “A 
Dog’s Tale” was ahead of its time.  But also, Twain’s stance about vivisection 
and the status of animals in society was a part of a larger conversation that was 
taking place at the time on both sides of the Atlantic. This paper will situate 
Twain’s stance in the context of the vivisection controversy, including some 
leading voices who directly networked with the famous author to solicit his 
support for the cause, and it will connect Twain’s prescient portrayal of animal 
voice and identity to modern-day animal rights activism and post-humanist 
philosophy.

Emily E. VanDette is Professor of English at the State University of New York 
at Fredonia, where she teaches courses in 19th-century American literature 
and women’s writing. As a Quarry Farm Fellow in July 2017, she conducted 
research for a scholarly monograph about the literature of the early animal 
welfare movement in the U.S. Her critical edition of the 1904 anti-vivisection 
1904 Trixy by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps is forthcoming from Northwestern 
University Press in October 2019, and it includes Twain’s “A Dog’s Tale” in its 
entirety.

Images from “Eve’s Diary” (1906). Illustrations by Lester Ralph

Frontispiece from “A Dog’s Tale” (1903)

“Going into the Mountains” from Roughing It, Chapter 69 (1872)

Susan Crane on the Quarry Farm Porch (August 1900)



NOTES



Quarry Farm Fellowships 
Now Accepting Applications

Quarry Farm Fellowships are open to any scholar working in any field related to Mark Twain Studies at 
any career stage. This is a unique opportunity to work on academic or creative projects at Quarry Farm, 
Mark Twain’s summer retreat where he penned Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and other iconic works.

Applications are due: November 30, 2019
Visit: www.marktwainstudies.com for more information.

Ten Quarry Farm Fellowships will be offered in 2020:
• Three one-month residencies, including housing 

at Quarry Farm and a $1500 honorarium for each 
residency 

• Six two-week residencies, including housing at Quarry 
Farm and a $1000 honorarium for each residency 

• At least one month-long and two two-week fellowships 
will be reserved for graduate students, contingent 
faculty, and faculty three or fewer years removed from 
completion of their Ph.D. 

• At least one fellowship will be reserved for writers and 
artists working on creative projects

Applications are due: November 30, 2019
Visit: www.marktwainstudies.com for more information.



MARK TWAIN, THE 
WORLD, AND ME
Following the Equator,
Then and Now
Susan K. Harris
A scholar accompanies Twain 
on his journey around the 
world

PAPER / 978-0-8173-5967-6 / $29.95

GEARS AND GOD
Technocratic Fiction, Faith, 
and Empire in
Mark Twain’s America
Nathaniel Williams
A study of the connections 
between nineteenth-century 
technological fi ction and 
American religious faith

CLOTH / 978-0-8173-1984-7 / $44.95

MARK TWAIN
AND MONEY
Language, Capital,
and Culture
Edited by Henry B. Wonham
and Lawrence Howe
Explores the importance of 
economics and prosperity 
throughout Samuel Clemens’s 
writing and personal life

CLOTH / 978-0-8173-1944-1 / $44.95

ECHOES OF
EMERSON
Rethinking Realism in Twain, 
James, Wharton, and Cather
Diana Hope Polley
Probes the ways in which 
Romanticism and Realism 
have come to be understood 
and defi ned

NEW IN PAPER / 978-0-8173-5971-3 / $24.95

MICHAEL J. KISKIS

How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction

MARK TWAIN
at Homeww

MARK TWAIN
AT HOME
How Family Shaped
Twain’s Fiction
Michael J. Kiskis
A compelling and fresh under-
standing of domesticity on the 
writing and career of Samuel 
Clemens

CLOTH / 978-0-8173-1915-1 / $44.95

CONTINUING BONDS 
WITH THE DEAD
Parental Grief and
Nineteenth-Century
American Authors
Harold K. Bush
A detailed look at the redemptive 
literary achievements of fi ve 
nineteenth-century American au-
thors who lost a son or daughter

CLOTH / 978-0-8173-1902-1 / $49.95

• ALSO AVAILABLE IN EBOOK •

www.uapress.ua.edu • 1-800-621-2736

AVAILABLE SPRING 2020
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SS “Gary Scharnhorst’s monumental biography sets a new standard for comprehensiveness. This will 

prove to be the standard biography for our generation.”—Alan Gribben, author of Mark Twain’s 
Literary Resources: A Reconstruction of His Library and Reading

THE LIFE OF MARK TWAIN, VOLUMES 1 & 2

THE LIFE OF MARK 
TWAIN: The Middle 
Years, 1871-1891
Gary Scharnhorst
$36.95 $25
9780826221896
777 pp. • 29 illus.

“The second installment of 
Gary Scharnhorst’s multi-
volume biography of Mark 
Twain is arguably even 
more momentous than the 
first.”—Joseph Csicsila, 
author of Canons by 
Consensus

THE LIFE OF MARK 
TWAIN: The Early 
Years, 1835-1871
Gary Scharnhorst
$36.95 $25
9780826221445
718 pp. • 25 illus.

“Clear and engaging, 
Scharnhorst’s prose keeps 
you rolling happily through 
this consummate American 
adventure.”—Bruce 
Michelson, author of Print-
er’s Devil

RECENT HARDCOVERS

RECENT PAPERBACKS

To receive these discounts, use code TWAIN2019 at 
upress.missouri.edu or when calling 800-621-2736.

MARK TWAIN & 
FRANCE: The Making of a 
New American Identity
Paula Harrington, 
Ronald Jenn
$50.00 $35
9780826221193 • 244 pp.  

“Their arguments that the 
French served Mark Twain 
as a foil to advance Ameri-
can culture and his own 
reputation as a distinctly  
American writer are strong.”
—Mark Twain Forum

MARK TWAIN IN 
PARADISE
His Voyages to Bermuda
Donald Hoffmann
$24.95 $15
9780826221469 • 208 pp.  

“A kind of source-book 
of Bermuda scenes and 
experiences, many of which 
would remain obscure if not 
for [Hoffman’s] methodical 
unpacking.”—Studies in 
American Fiction

MARK TWAIN, 
AMERICAN HUMORIST
Tracy Wuster
$35.00 $20
9780826221995 • 504 pp.  

“Takes its place among 
the two or three most 
important studies of 
Mark Twain and humor 
to have appeared in the 
last fifty years.”—Mark 
Twain Journal 

RAFTS & OTHER 
RIVERCRAFT IN 
HUCKLEBERRY FINN
Peter G. Beidler
$40.00 $25
9780826221384 
192 pp. • 60 illus. 

“Do not read Huckleberry 
Finn again until you’ve 
read this book!”—R. Kent 
Rasmussen, author of Mark 
Twain A to Z: The Essential 
Reference to His Life and 
Writings

VOLUME 3 FORTHCOMING



Staff of the Center for Mark Twain Studies

Nathaniel Ball, Curator & Archivist, Mark Twain Archive 
Jan Kather, Professor of Media Arts & Photographer

Dr. Joseph Lemak, Director
Dr. Charlie Mitchell, Professor of American Studies
Dr. Matt Seybold, Professor of American Literature 	
and Mark Twain Studies
Nina Skinner, Administrative Assistant
Steve Webb, Quarry Farm Caretaker

Special Thanks

The Mark Twain Foundation
James Mechalke, Communications & Marketing Assistant
Kiersten Tarkett, Creative Director
Katie Terry, Director of Catering
Elmira College Dining Services Staff


