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By Michelle Halperin 

1. Reproduce both the “Important Historical Events” list and the blank timeline grid for students. I recommend enlarging the timeline to an 11x17 

format in order to give students enough space for all the events.  

 

2. Create a flipchart of the blank timeline, and familiarize students with the layout of the timeline. Each column represents one decade, so 1800 would 

include all years from 1800-1809.  The column 1810 would include all years from 1810-1819 and so forth.  If a specific year is noted, a point can be placed 

in the column that would contain that year.  For example Elmira College is founded in 1855, so a point would go in the middle of the 1850 column and 

be labeled.  When representing a life span or a timespan, place a point in the column of the start and end dates, connecting the two with a line, 

labeling the line.  (See the key for guidance.) 

 

3.  Guide students through the placement of years on the timeline (modify as needed.)  

 

4. After completing the timeline, ask students to highlight the years that Mark Twain lived. Ask guided questions such as:  

 Who and what might Twain have read about in the newspaper? 

 What might he have seen when visiting Elmira?  

 What are different ways Twain could have traveled as a boy? As an adult? 

 How could some of these events and people shaped Twain point of view? 



 Mark Twain lived from 1835-1910. 

During those years (and the years 

just prior and after his lifetime) 

many significant people and events 

impacted life in America. Using a 

ruler, and various colored pencils, 

create a time line showing not only 

Twains life, but the important 

people and events he would have 

been aware of in his lifetime.  

 

Questions to ponder:  How might 

some of these people and events 

impacted Twain?   Do you think his 

writing may have reflected anything 

represented on this timeline? 



 



 Key: 


