
“Never Be in a 
Hurry to Believe”
Did Sermons Joseph Twichell Preached
at Park Church Save Huck Finn’s Soul?

By Dwayne Eutsey



Mark Twain: 
America’s First Rock Star? 



• Friends with Twain.
• Befriended Jervis Langdon from the Underground Railroad.
• Twain admired Douglass’ “high and blemishless character”

Frederick Douglass



Warner T. McGuinn

• First Black student in Yale Law School.

• Twain helped to pay for him to attend.

• McGuinn founded a branch of the 
NAACP, was elected to the city council, 
and won a major civil rights victory in 
federal court. 



Thurgood Marshall
First African-American Supreme Court Justice







“If there is a God, he is a malign thug.”

“[The Bible] has noble poetry in it... and some good morals 
and a wealth of obscenity, and upwards of a thousand lies.”

“In religion and politics peoples’ beliefs and convictions are in 
almost every case gotten at second-hand, and without 
examination, from authorities who have not themselves 
examined the questions at issue but have taken them at 
second-hand from other non-examiners, whose opinions 
about them were not worth a brass farthing.”





Huck Finn Praying with Miss Watson









Liberal Religious Spectrum



“A religion that comes of thought, and study, and 
deliberate conviction, sticks best.” 

1868
“In religion and politics peoples’ beliefs and 
convicitions are in almost every case gotten at 
second-hand, and without examination, from 
authorities who have not themselves examined the 
questions at issue but have taken them at second-
hand from other non-examiners, whose opinions 
about them were not worth a brass farthing.”

1908



• Attended Hannibal’s Calvinistic Presbyterian 
church (which alternately bored and terrified him)

• Father was a freethinker and his uncle was a 
Universalist 

• “Only genuine ambition” at one time was to be a 
preacher of the Gospel—he wasn’t able to 
stomach religion

• Admired Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason and joined 
the Masonic lodge in St. Louis.

Twain and Liberal Religion: Hannibal



“Thick as Thieves”





Beecher and Twichell



Horace Bushnell



“…one of the most radical preachers 
of the time.”



“…something fresh and original…”



“conservative-progressive”





Bushnell and Huck



“…dissolving of doubts…”
• Be never afraid of doubt.
• Be afraid of all sophistries and tricks and strifes of 

disingenuous argument.
• Have it as a fixed principle that getting into any 

scornful way is fatal.
• Never settle upon anything as true because it is safer 

to hold it than not.
• Have it for a law never to put force on the mind or try 

to make it believe.
• Never be in a hurry to believe, never try to conquer 

doubts against time.









Twichell on Bushnell

“There was a soul as deep in doubt as any soul 
can be. It was an honest soul, to be sure, and an 
earnest one—that was what saved it—but it 
saw and acknowledged and felt the power of all 
the reasons of unbelief, and of more than most 
unbelievers ever perceive, yet it ended in faith.”

Same as 
Huck?




