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Elmira 2017: The Eighth International Conference on the State of
Mark Twain Studies:
“The Assault of Laughter” is a Summer Success
In the first week of August 2017, Mark Twain scholars from
around the world gathered at Elmira College for The Eighth
International Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies.
The theme for the Conference was “The Assault of Laughter.”
The conference, hosted by the Center for Mark Twain Studies,
featured more than 50 scholarly papers, presentations, and
discussions that reflect the depth and variety of research
associated with Twain Studies. Scholars from England, Ireland,
France, Germany, Spain, Bangladesh, Japan, and from all corners
of the United States, converged onto the Elmira College campus
to deliver papers and talk about all things Twain.
Some of the conference highlights included a keynote speech
by Ben Tarnoff, author of The Bohemians: Mark Twain and the
San Francisco Writers Who Reinvented American Literature, and
a screening of “Band of Robbers” with directors and brothers,
Aaron and Adam Nee. The weekend also included visits to
Quarry Farm, Woodlawn Cemetery, and the Chemung County
Historical Society.
“To help assure that the proud tradition of Twain Studies continues into the next generation and beyond, the
Center for Mark Twain Studies and this Quadrennial Conference focused not only on continued support of many
of the most recognizable Twain scholars from around the world, but also promoted rigorous Twain scholarship
from emerging, independent, and interdisciplinary scholars,” said Dr. Joseph Lemak, director of the Center for
Mark Twain Studies. “We hope this conference reflects not only the breadth and quality of the current field, but
also its ever-growing potential.”
During Elmira 2017, CMTS honored two Twain scholars with the Henry Nash Smith and John Tuckey Awards.
The Center presented the Henry Nash Smith Award to Barbara Snedecor. The award, given to a Twain scholar
who has demonstrated exemplary service to the Center for Mark Twain Studies, was presented to Dr. Snedecor
after her eleven-year tenure as the director for the Center. Additionally, the John Tuckey Award, established in
1991 and given every four years in recognition of lifetime achievements and contributions to Mark Twain studies,
was presented to Shelley Fisher Fishkin, an English professor at Stanford University. Dr. Fishkin is the first
woman to be presented this award, which honors her more than three-decade career centered on Mark Twain,
writing, teaching, and public scholarship.
Elmira 2017 was made possible by funding from the Mark Twain Foundation, Le Moyne College, and the “Dear
Friends” of CMTS. Additionally, a special grant from the Renée B. Fisher Foundation supported international
travel to the Conference.
A copy of the official Elmira 2017 Conference Program and Abstracts Book, as well as selected lectures and the
Keynote Address from Ben Tarnoff, can be found in the “Archives” section of MarkTwainStudies.org.
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Pictures from Elmira 2017

Benjamin Griffin from the Mark Twain Papers informs the
audience of a forthcoming publication

EC alumna Katie Budd ‘14, representing Finger Lakes
Distillery, pours a single-barrel bourbon specifically
made for Elmira 2017.

Ben Tarnoff delivers the Keynote Address in
Gibson Theatre

Kent Rasmussen presents a paper in Kolker Hall Auditorium

David Carkeet’s Mark Twain Players perform
a version of Twain’s “Meisterschaft”
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Kerry Driscoll (left) and Ann Ryan (sitting), Elmira
2017 Conference Chairs, with Barbara Snedecor
(right), former director of CMTS
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News from MarkTwainStudies.org:
The Official Website of the Center for Mark Twain Studies
by Matthew Seybold

In October 2016, the Center for Mark Twain Studies launched its
official website, MarkTwainStudies.org. In the intervening year, the site
has welcomed more than 70,000 visitors. We envisioned it as a digital
repository for documents from the Mark Twain Archives, recordings
of Trouble Begins lectures, programs from symposia and quadrennial
conferences, and publicity materials for upcoming CMTS projects.
A few weeks after the site went live, we realized we were only scratching
the surface of what such a site might offer for Twain scholars, enthusiasts,
students, and educators.
Don Seybold (left) and Matthew Seybold (right)

Here are a few highlights from our inaugural year:

•

We partnered with SmallTown360 to create a Virtual Tour of Quarry Farm, including high-quality panoramic
images of the property, inside and out, allowing unprecedented access to the home in which Sam Clemens and
his family spent more than twenty summers.

•

In November 2016, a short, light-hearted post asking the question “What was Mark Twain doing the last time
the Chicago Cubs won the World Series?” was shared over 5,000 times on Facebook. It was the first of several
posts uniting Twain’s life and work with current events which garnered a “viral” audience.

•

We launched the “Trouble Begins Archives” with more than 80 recordings dating back 1985 and many more
still to come.

•

Hamada Kassam, a Syrian national teaching at Zayed University in Dubai, wrote about the homesickness
elicited by reading Twain’s accounts of Damascus in The Innocents Abroad. Dr. Kassam was one of more than 20
scholars from around the globe who contributed to MarkTwainStudies.org in its first year.

•

In June we began a partnership with the Mark Twain Forum, sharing excerpts and links to the excellent book
reviews written by their members.

•

“The Apocryphal Twain” traces quotations frequently misattributed to Twain to their original sources. These
entries are viewed dozens of time everyday by visitors who, presumably, leave better informed and more
reliable.

•

John Pascal (Seton Hall Preparatory School) wrote the first entry in our ongoing “Twain for Teachers” series.
We invite elementary, secondary, and collegiate educators to share pedagogical strategies for teaching Twain’s
works.

•

In August, we published “Mark Twain & Libation,” a paper by 2017 Louis J. Budd Award Winner, Laura
Skandera Trombley (University of Southern California). Dr. Trombley’s paper was the first of several from
the proceedings of the Eighth International Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies, giving visitors
unprecedented access to the largest gathering of Twain scholars in the world.

•

In September, following Hal Holbrook’s retirement of Mark Twain Tonight! after 60+ years, a dozen Twain
scholars, including friends like Shelley Fisher Fishkin (Stanford University) and Mark Dawidziak (Cleveland
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News from MarkTwainStudies.org:
The Official Website of the Center for Mark Twain Studies
by Matthew Seybold

Plain Dealer), shared their thoughts on Holbrook’s legacy.
With considerable help from many people in the Elmira College and Twain Studies community, we were able to
realize much more than we ever expected from MarkTwainStudies.org in its first year. But this is still just the start.
We have much more planned for 2018 and beyond (and are better prepared for the unplanned opportunities as
well).
Foremost among these plans is a digital edition of David Fears’s massive multi-volume Mark Twain Day By Day.
This enormously ambitious chronology of Samuel Clemens’s 75 years was published from 2008 to 2014, and has
since become an invaluable reference for Twain scholars. However, it had a limited run and the vastness of the
undertaking made it prohibitively expensive for many individuals, so very few copies exist outside college libraries.
Mr. Fears has given permission to the Center for Mark Twain Studies to build a fully searchable, linkable, metadatarich, updated electronic version. We are both grateful and excited to provide this one-of-kind tool for scholars and
students alike, and expect to launch a Beta version of at least one volume in 2018.
The next year will also bring more “Trouble Begins” recordings, papers from the recent quadrennial conference,
high-quality images from our Archives, additional panoramas in the virtual tour, book reviews, teaching resources,
and much, much more. Please visit us on your desktop, laptop, or mobile device, and check back regularly, as
updates are added at least once a week.
Mark Twain Study in 1922
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Quarry Farm Designated a New York State
Literary Landmark
Quarry Farm, summer home of literary icon Mark Twain, was
designated a New York State Literary Landmark and an official
plaque dedication was held Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at the Farm.
Representatives from the Center for Mark Twain Studies, the
Empire State Center for the Book, and Elmira College were onhand for the event.
“It was my privilege to be part of the plaque dedication at Quarry
Farm, a magical place if ever there was one,” said Bertha Rogers,
representative from the Empire State Center for the Book.
“Mark Twain understood the importance of place like no other
American writer; and this plaque will testify to his life as a writer
at Quarry Farm.” The designation by United for Libraries and
the Empire State Center for the Book, an affiliate of the Library
of Congress Center for the Book, places Quarry Farm on a list of
American literary treasures, which features such locations as the
homes of Tennessee Williams and William Faulkner.

Joseph Lemak (left), Bertha Rogers (middle), and
Charles Lindsay (right) next to the newly dedicated
Quarry Farm plaque

“We chose this week for this event because it’s National Children’s Book Week and undoubtedly, Mark Twain
created two of the most recognized and pervasive child characters in American literature with Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn,” said Dr. Joseph Lemak, Director of the Center for Mark Twain Studies. “In fact, among major
American writers of the nineteenth century, Mark Twain is the author most closely associated with the idea of
youth.”
In 1983, Jervis Langdon, Jr., the great-great grandnephew of Samuel and Olivia Langdon Clemens, donated Quarry
Farm to Elmira College with the understanding that the property be maintained and preserved, and that it would
not be open to the public, but would serve as a residence and center for the study of Mark Twain’s life and works by
faculty and visiting scholars. “Quarry Farm is an internationally recognized academic retreat for the most wellknown and well-respected scholars who work in the field of Mark Twain Studies,” said Lemak.
“It’s exciting to imagine those first readings of Huckleberry
Finn, Tom Sawyer and other iconic works of Mark Twain,
which took place right here on the porch at Quarry Farm
as Twain sometimes read what he’d written that day to
his wife, daughters, and other listeners,” said Dr. Charles
Lindsay, president of Elmira College. “We at Elmira
College are honored to serve as stewards of this historic
site and delighted to have this jewel recognized as a New
York Literary Landmark.”

The audience assembles to celebrate the
Quarry Farm plaque dedication
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The evening concluded with a “Trouble Begins” spring
lecture event titled, “Roughing It: Twain’s Take on Brigham
Young, Polygamy, and the Mountain Meadows Massacre,”
presented by Twain scholar, Barbara Jones Brown.
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Updates from Quarry Farm

The staff of CMTS has been focusing on preserving and maintaining Quarry
Farm. Due to the historic importance of Quarry Farm and the Mark Twain
Study as National Historic Landmarks, it is essential to take a proactive
approach to their preservation and maintenance. The first step in this is to
obtain a historical structures report. This document provides documentary,
graphic, and physical information about a property’s history and existing
conditions. It provides a thoughtfully considered argument for selecting the
most appropriate approach to treatment and outlines a scope of recommended
work. The report serves as an important guide for all changes made to a historic
property and provides information for maintenance procedures.
CMTS is currently working with Johnson-Schmidt & Associates, Architects
(Corning, N.Y.) in obtaining a historical structures report. Not only does the
organization have a familiarity with the history and legacy of Quarry Farm as
a local architectural firm, Johnson-Schmidt & Associates specializes in historic
preservation. They are long-standing members of the New York State Board of
Historic Preservation and have worked on large-scale, important projects such
as New York City’s Grand Central Terminal, Harvard University’s Boat Houses,
and Boston’s Trinity Church.
Quarry Farm Porch

While working on the long-term preservation and maintenance strategies for
Quarry Farm, the staff of CMTS has also been working hard on other worthy projects. In 2017, Walter G. Ritchie,
Jr., a decorative arts scholar and architectural historian who specializes in 19th century furniture, compiled a
detailed catalog of all the important furniture and architectural features located within the main house of Quarry
Farm. Mr. Ritchie’s findings will provide a valuable road map to help the staff prioritize restoration projects for
the Quarry Farm furniture. Mr. Ritchie will be giving a lecture to the general public about his findings during the
spring 2018 “Trouble Begins” lecture series. Some of the most exciting furniture pieces will soon be highlighted on
the Quarry Farm Virtual Tour, available at MarkTwainStudies.org.
Quarry Farm and the Quarry Farm Fellowships are at the heart of CMTS’ mission. Quarry Farm is unique; it is,
at the same time, an important literary landmark and a living,
occupied house. The lodgers of Quarry Farm are the Twain
scholars who live there for extended periods of time (mostly two
weeks to one month), as envisioned by Jervis Langdon, Jr. when
he donated Quarry Farm to Elmira College in 1983. CMTS has
put much effort into improving the scholarly work amenities,
both direct (lights, desks, chairs, computers) and indirect (kitchen
amenities and sleeping amenities). At the same time, CMTS wants
to encourage a more diverse pool of applicants, and resulting
occupants, for the Quarry Farm Fellowships. As a result, the staff
of CMTS have formalized the Quarry Farm application process
Quarry Farm Parlor
by creating a Fellowship selection committee made up of members of the Twain Studies community. Quarry Farm
Fellowship information and applications can be found at MarkTwainStudies.org.
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News from the Archives
by Nathaniel Ball
The 2016-2017 collegiate year marked a significant shift for the Mark Twain Archive
toward greater transparency and accessibility. The year-long odyssey of re-organizing
and re-structuring the contents of the Archive has produced a number of finding
aids for materials in the Mark Twain Collection and various manuscript collections,
highlights include: Mark Twain Marginalia from the Books in the Crane and Langdon
Library at Quarry Farm, Katy Leary’s Collection of Books from Mark Twain’s Library,
and the Louis J. Budd Papers and Compilation of Mark Twain Resources. Guides for
an additional ten collections have been created within the last year. A comprehensive
guide to the whole of the Mark Twain Archive is slated for completion by the end of
the 2018 academic year.
Concurrently, the Archive has instituted a digital initiative that aims
at providing online access to as much of the Archive as possible.
Available at MarkTwainStudies.org or the New York Heritage page
for the Mark Twain Archive at https://nyheritage.org/collections/
elmira-college-mark-twain-archive-collection are photographs,
marginalia, letters and association materials of Mark Twain’s Elmira
circle of friends. Recently uploaded are photographs jointly owned
with Kevin Mac Donnell and published in Overland With Mark
Twain: James B. Pond’s Photographs and Journal of the North American
Lecture Tour of 1895. Other recent uploads include original letters
written by Mark Twain and owned by the College as well as the Mark
Twain Society Bulletin, a newsletter published by the Mark Twain
Society of Elmira, N.Y., from 1978 to 1997 with a focus on regional
scholarship.
As part of the re-organization process a set of negatives were rediscovered. These images were originally thought
to correspond to a set of positive prints from Charley Langdon’s family trip to Europe in 1889-1890 that are
in the Archive. The recent acquisition of a negatives scanner allowed us an in-depth look, revealing a broader
scope of images that expand our view and understanding of Mark Twain’s Elmira experience – photographs that
animate and capture the social life, landmarks, and activities of the family, at a time when innovation had moved
photography beyond the professional setting, in favor of a personalized vision that could be achieved by amateurs
with George Eastman’s invention of the Kodak Series 540 in 1888, whose slogan
simply stated, “you push a button, we do the rest.”
Out of the 544 negatives, a select few were chosen for an exhibition for Elmira
2017: The Eighth International Conference on the State of Mark Twain
Studies. Developed between 1889 and 1891, these images are book-ended by
two significant events, the death of Theodore Crane in July of 1889 and the
departure of the Clemens family for Europe in June of 1891. This collection
contains no images of Mark Twain, but other Clemens family members appear
to feature prominently; more mysteries than answers are introduced with the
discovery of these negatives, it will take further scholarship to unravel their
historic context and significance.
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The “Trouble Begins” and “Park Church” Lecture Series
Continue to Educate and Entertain

Molly Ball at the Park Church

Hoi Na Kung at Quarry Farm

Liam Purdon at Quarry Farm

The CMTS lecture series, which features 10-12 speakers every year, is unlike anything else, both in its consistent
focus on a single author, and the depth of knowledge and variety of expertise the lecturers bring to this topic. In
many cases CMTS lecturers use the venue to present cutting-edge works-in-progress or to explore idiosyncratic
ideas which may not otherwise find a venue. The Mark Twain Archive is in the process of digitizing an archive
of recordings that dates back more than three decades. CMTS encourages you to explore this expanding archive
at MarkTwainStudies.org. Furthermore, CMTS is able to expand access to them by making them available as
recordings for download or streaming. All of these lectures are free and open to the public.
Spring 2017 “Trouble Begins” Lecture Series
April 26 - “‘These Hideous Times: Mark Twain’s Bankruptcy and the Panic of 1983”
		Joseph Csicsila, Eastern Michigan University
May 3 - “Roughing It: Twain’s Take on Brigham Young, Polygamy, and the Mountain Meadows Massacre”
		
Barbara Jones Brown, Independent Scholar
May 17 - “Mark Twain, Unchaining the American Eagle”
		
David E.E. Sloane, New Haven University
May 24 - “The Mechanical Women in A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court”
		
Hoi Na Kung, Indiana University
Summer 2017 “Park Church” Lecture Series
June 14 - “Twain and the Hawaiian Nation”
		Molly Ball, Eureka College
June 21 - “Conjuring the Superstitions of a Nation: Magic, Memory, and Huckleberry Finn”
		Sarah Ingle, University of Virginia
June 28 - “Artemus Ward: The Man Who Made Lincoln Laugh”
		John Pascal, Seton Hall Prep School
Fall 2017 “Trouble Begins” Lecture Series
October 4 - “‘That heart-breaking bitch’: Aileen Mavourneen & The Transatlantic Anti-Vivisection Movement”
		
Emily E. VanDette, State University of New York at Fredonia
October 11 - “Mark Twain and the Inventor Fiction Boom: Technology Meets American Conceit, 1876-1910”
		Nathaniel Williams, University of California, Davis
October 18 - “Mark Twain and the Narrative Magic of Medieval Literary Spunk-Water Stumps”
		Liam Purdon, Doane University
November 1 - “Collecting Mark Twain: Obsessions over the Great Authors and The Hemingway Files”
		
Hal K. Bush, St. Louis University
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CMTS Continues to Serve the Local and Regional Community
through Education and Support for Classrooms
While CMTS is well known for serving the local and regional
community, mainly through the facilitation of the spring and
fall “Trouble Begins” and the summer “Park Church” lecture
series and service to local schools. Between the two lecture
series, ten to twelve high-quality talks from top scholars in the
field of Mark Twain Studies are offered to the general public for
free. Furthermore, these lectures are consistently well attended.
However, the contribution to the local community does not stop
there.
Each year the Center for Mark Twain Studies hosts dozens of
local field trips for students as they delve into the world of one
of America’s greatest literary figures, Mark Twain. Students ranging from elementary to high school explore the
life of Twain and local history as they tour sites that include the Mark Twain Study, Exhibit, and Archive at Elmira
College, Woodlawn Cemetery (Twain’s final resting place), and Quarry Farm – the summer home of Twain and his
family. These field trips are completely cost free to the schools.
Steve Webb with local school group at Quarry Farm

A partnership with WENY-TV, a local news station, has aided in bringing those journeys to life for many students
from regional schools. Students receive free books through the Mark Twain Literacy Project – an annual program
in partnership with WENY-TV and Lilly Broadcasting, which owns the television station. The program, which
has been in place for about 10 years, provides students with a book that they can keep in order to learn about the
famous author. This book donation is often followed up with a field trip to the Mark Twain sites. According to Dr.
Joseph Lemak, Director of the Center for Mark Twain Studies, “students of all ages are really struck by seeing the
Study and Quarry Farm. They learn about Mark Twain’s life and literature in the classroom, and then it really comes
alive when they can see the places mentioned in their textbooks. Teachers have also told me that their students
often walk away with a sense of hopeful pride of their home and their own futures, knowing that someone as
important as Mark Twain accomplished so much in Elmira.”
CMTS also collaborates with the Schuyler-Chemung-Tioga-Corning Teachers’ Center to offer an annual Summer
Teachers’ Institute. Dozens of local teachers attend the two-day institute held on the Elmira College campus
and at Quarry Farm. The institute is often led by visiting scholars who are experts in the field of Mark Twain
Studies. Michelle Halperin, a fourth grade teacher in Elmira stated that “the Mark Twain Teachers’ Institute is
an outstanding opportunity to meet other educators interested in integrating Twain into their curriculum. The
discussions on how to offer our students rigorous, age appropriate texts in authentic and meaningful ways inspires
me…I use Twain’s biographical information, letters, quotes and short stories to connect my students not only to
reading and writing, but to a sense of community pride, as well.”
Furthermore, CMTS in the process of creating a number of online teaching resources, specifically aimed at
enhancing the education of Mark Twain and his literature in the classroom. Not only is there a virtual tour of
Quarry Farm, but there are currently a number of online resources, including a Mark Twain in Elmira activity book
for younger students, compilations of Twain-specific websites, and a collection of lesson plans, most specifically
oriented to meet contemporary classroom standards.
Information about all these educational programs and resources can be found at MarkTwainStudies.org.
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Elmira College Students Collaborate with CMTS
throughout the Academic Curriculum
Mark Twain was a person who was interested in a myriad of different subjects and recent interactions between
Elmira College students and CMTS reflect Twain’s insatiable curiosity. In the past year, CMTS has taken a
proactive strategy to incorporate a“grassroots” approach with Elmira College students, in hopes of creating and
fostering a student culture which finds CMTS as a valuable resource for students’ liberal arts education and career
goals. The 2016-2017 academic year was first attempt at this approach and it was met with resounding success.
CMTS created the position of student intern during the 2016-2017
academic year. Diandra Alvarado ‘17 was the inaugural CMTS intern. Her
duties included working on numerous projects in the Mark Twain Archive
and contributing content to MarkTwainStudies.org. Her essay “Livy
Clemens and Mark Twain’s Moment of Enlightenment” can be found
on the CMTS website. Additionally, another one of her essays has been
accepted for publication in The Oswald Review, an international journal of
undergraduate research and criticism.

Janine Velardi’s winning photograph

Every year CMTS sponsors two contests: “Mark Twain Essay Contest” and
the “Portraying Mark Twain” Art Competition”, which are open to all Elmira College students. In addition to being
honored at the end-of-year banquets, winners receive a cash prize. Ashley Fredericks ’17 was awarded the 24th
Annual Mark Twain Essay Prize. The winners of the “Portraying Mark Twain” Art Competition, a contest that
has been ongoing from September 2016 through March 2017, include artists Janine Velardi’19 (photo), Kaitlyn
Ritz ’18 (mixed media), Miranda Satterly ’17 (digital drawing), and Nick Vanderwood’19 (chalk drawing). A
panel of ten judges made up of Elmira College faculty and staff made the selections from entries that included
photographs, drawings, digital collage and even a gif animation. The many entries of Mark Twain inspired art work
ranged from landmarks found in Elmira to Clemens’ living quarters in London.
As part of the “Introduction to Archaeology” course, 12 students under direction of Dr. Heidi Dierxck, Professor
of Classical Civilizations, excavated an area on Quarry Farm
where the remains of a chimney existed. The chimney is located
about 100 yards west of the cistern against the quarry wall, next
to which the Mark Twain Study was originally located. Based on
the dates obtained through the findings, preliminary observations
indicate that the chimney was part of a building which was
erected and destroyed between 1920’s – 1940’s or slightly later.
The building could have used as a home, perhaps for the people
working for the Langdon family.
EC Archaeology students at Quarry Farm

For many of the EC students enrolled in the “Drawing and
Painting from Nature” class, the most exciting field trip was the jaunt up East Hill to visit the grounds of Quarry
Farm. The hilltop farm overlooks the Chemung Valley, providing the students with a spectacular vista that inspired
their watercolor paintings. The intensive nine-week art course instructed by Professor Aaron Kather introduced
students to plein air drawing and painting using a variety of media. Because watercolor is easily transported, many
students honed skills in this medium that lends itself to visually depicting Elmira’s lush, open landscape.
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CMTS Supports Mark Twain Scholarship in France
by Dr. Ronald Jenn, Université de Lille

The Center for Mark Twain Studies is a pivotal partner in an ongoing research
project that culminated at the Eighth International State of Mark Twain Studies
Conference this August, following a lecture and exhibit in Rouen, France, in June
2017.
Did you know that at different times, Clemens acquired, read, and heavily
annotated a number of authorities that he later acknowledged in a list at the
beginning of his historical novel Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc? And that
a majority of these books were in French? Some of those references now reside
in the Mark Twain Papers at the UC-Berkeley’s Bancroft Library. While scholars
have commented upon Clemens’s debt to these sources, the annotated materials
remain largely untapped. Co-sponsored by CMTS, Linda Morris (UC-Davis) and
myself (U. de Lille, France) received a France Berkeley Fund Grant for a project
to study just that. It is entitled: “The French Marginalia’ of Mark Twain’s Personal
Recollections of Joan of Arc (1895-96) at Berkeley: Patriotism without Borders.”
The France-Berkeley Fund supported an exhaustive study of these marginalia,
the result of which was published in the Spring 2017 issue of Mark Twain Journal.
The article highlighted the role played by those historical sources in the making
of the most FrancoAmerican of Clemens’s works, helped bring new light on the legendary “fying leaf ” incident,
disentangled the complex origins of Twain’s narrator, de Contes, and revealed the author had far better command of
French than he ever publicly acknowledged.
Ronald Jenn at the Elmira 2017
Quarry Farm Picnic

The project’s next stage was a lecture, given by Linda Morris at Historical Jeanne d’Arc in Rouen, Normandy, a
museum dedicated to the French heroine. The lecture took place on June 8, 2017, the same week as the D-Day
celebrations. There was a showing in Rouen of a short film illustrating Mark Twain’s lifelong fascination with
Joan of Arc, made, in part, of rarely seen pictures from the Berkeley archives, as well Elmira and Quarry Farm,
thanks to the assistance of Vic Fischer. The film then ran for a few weeks
inside the museum. It was also aired at Elmira 2017: The Eighth International
Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies this August.
The whole project reinforces the cosmopolitan dimension the American icon is
increasingly assuming. It also helps reframe Joan of Arc as the climax of Twain’s
longtime and paradoxical relationship with France and the French, a crucial
aspect of his biography analyzed in Mark Twain and France: The Making of a New
American Identity, just released in June 2017 (University of Missouri Press). This
book was co-written by myself and Paula Harrington (Colby College), who is
also a partner of this project.
People interested in this project can find this film at MarkTwainStudies.org,
under the “Trouble Begins Archives” section, along with audio recordings of
other lectures from Elmira 2017.
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Twain Sites Receive Proceeds from Commemorative Coin Sales

On December 4, 2012, Public Law 112-201 instructed “the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of Mark Twain.” The $5 gold
and $1 silver coins, which were available for purchase through the U.S.
Mint, went on sale in January 2016. Surcharges from the sale of the coins
were authorized to four Twain heritage sites: the Elmira College Center
for Mark Twain Studies; The Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford,
CT; the Mark Twain Project at the Bancroft Library of the University of
California, Berkeley; and the Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum in
Hannibal, M.O.
More than a year later, the Center for Mark Twain Studies is pleased to
announce that it has received its portion of the surcharge amount, totaling
$427,937.50. The entirety of this money has been placed in an endowed
fund. Interest drawn from the fund supports annual CMTS programming
which includes, but is not limited to, supporting Mark Twain scholars,
hosting school field trips to Quarry Farm, facilitating public Twain lectures throughout the year, and creating
meaningful online educational content available, at no expense, to schools and teachers for use in the classroom.
“The College is honored to serve as steward of the Mark Twain Study and Quarry Farm,” said Dr. Charles Lindsay,
Elmira College president. “The surcharges will enhance our efforts to preserve the historical integrity and
significance of these literary landmarks as well as provide long-term, vital support for increased scholarship and
teaching related to all aspects of Mark Twain, including the quadrennial international conference hosted by CMTS.”
The entire staff of the CMTS extends a thank you to all who bought a coin and to those who continue to support the
Center by contributing to its Annual Appeal. Dr. Joseph Lemak, Director of the Center for Mark Twain
Studies, said “if it weren’t for the contributions offered to us by the Friends of the Center, we simply wouldn’t be able
to offer all of our wonderful public services and programming. We are all deeply appreciative of everyone who has
helped us out throughout the years and we look forward to that continued support in the years to come.”
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With Gratitude for Your Generous Support...

Benefactor Members ($500+ and above)

Dear Friends,
It is impossible to express adequate thanks
for your support for our efforts at the Center for Mark
Twain Studies. With each gift of membership, we feel
immense gratitude. Please know that your money is used
exclusively to support the programming, preservation,
and publications of the Center for Mark Twain Studies.
Names appear here to honor your support.

Susan K. and William Harris, Brooklyn, NY
Timothy & Gretchen Sharlow, St. Regis Falls, NY
F. Van Dorn & Carolyn U. Moller, Santa Rosa, CA
Patron Members ($250 - $400)
Karen Bartholomew, Manlo Park, CA
Charles Gold, Chicago, IL
Ivan Kane, Wheaton, IL
Albert & Helen Stauderman, Washington, DC
Robert E. Stewart, Carson City, NV
Matthew Uzzle, Piermont, NY
Supporting Members ($100 - $150)
John Alexander, Elmira, NY
Joseph A. & Sue T. Alvarez, Charlotte, NC
Margaret Arnesen, Elmira NY
Tedd & Carol Arnold, Hawthorne, FL
Renee L. Berry, Savannah, GA
Victoria Bowman, on behalf of the P.E.O. Chapter of 		
Sisters, Elmira, NY
Angelo Cifaldi, North Haledon, NJ
Marvin Cole, Candler, NC
Joan C. Covici, Dallas, TX
Patricia Decker, Horseheads, NY
David Dussere, McKenney, VA
Dennis Eddings, Salem, OR
Ray & Barbara Gibson, Bath, NY
Alan Gribben, Montgomery, AL
Carl & Cindy Hayden, Elmira, NY
Dennis Kelly, San Francisco, CA
Kristin & Holger Kersten, Magdenburg, Germany
Lee L. Kiesling, Elmira, NY
Anne E. Kromer, Elmira, NY
Franc & Linda Laux, Elmira, NY
Mcavoy Lane, Incline Village, NV
William Loos, Buffalo, NY
Kevin MacDonnell, Austin, TX
Barbara McDowell, Elmira, NY
Denton & Douglas May, Dolores, CO
Jeffrey Melton, Tuscaloosa, AL
December 2017

John & Patty Pascal, West Caldwell, NJ
David & Virginia Pennock, Townshend, VT
Martha P. Pierce & Jack Walsh, Elmira, NY
Charles Rogers, Vinnell, Arabia
Samuel Ricco, Kent, OH
Chad & Marcy Rohman, Elmhurst, IL
Janeen Sheehe, Troy, PA
David E.E. Sloane, Hamden, CT
Jeff Steinbrink, Lancaster PA
Adelia Wisbey, Horseheads, NY
Family Members ($50-$100)
Elizabeth Barenthaler, Elmira, NY
Janice Beaty-Janssen, Fort Myers, FL
Mr. & Mrs. John Boedicker, Elmira, NY
Barbara Cantrill, Elmira, NY
Ray & Linda Delamarter, Poughkeepsie, NY
John & Sarah Davis, Murfreesboro, NC
Natalie Denton, Elmira, NY
Joy R. Hoffman, Elmira, NY
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hovencamp, Elmira, NY
Robert & Anne Ichihana, Herkimer, NY
Thomas Inge, Ashland, VA
Tsuyoshi Ishihara, Tokyo, Japan
Leland Krauth, Boulder, CO
Mrs. Malcolm M. Marsden, Elmira, NY
Majorie MacPherson, Elmira, NY
Philip J. McFarland, Lexington, MA
The McWilliams & Barndt Family, Claremont, CA
Louisa O’Neal, Penn Valley, PA
Terry Oggel, Richmond, VA
David Passmore, Gillett, PA
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Kenneth & Gay Poetzl, Houston, TX
Barbara Ramsdell, Elmira, NY
James & Martha Rapp, Quincy, IL
Bryan & Sheila Reddick, Ballwin, MO
Sally Riggs ’45, Middleburg, VA
Timothy Rodgers, Hubbard, OH
Doug & Meredith Tifft, Elmira, NY
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Wack, Wilmington, DE
Thomas Werge, South Bend, IN
Murray & Annie Werner, Elmira, NY
Individual Members ($25-35)
Scott & Laurie Anderson, Addison, NY
Nicole Amare, Fairhope, AL
Richard Benyo, Forestville, CA
George Bevington, Atlanta, GA
David Bianculli, Cherry Hill, NJ
Karen A. Bracken, Sayre, PA
Norma B. Brooks, Elmira, NY
Ruth Bruning, Elmira, NY
Judy A. Clark, Horseheads, NY
William Corliss, Davis, CA
Steve Courtney, Terryville, CT
Jane Cummings, Elmira, NY
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cunningham, Elmira, NY
Jim Curyk, Simpson, PA
Sarah B. Daugherty, San Jose, CA
Alan R. Dedrick, Beaverton, OR
Allison Ensor, Knoxville, TN
Christine Ewanyk, Horseheads, NY
George R. Farr, Elmira, NY
James Flora, Mentor, OH
David Foster, Ashland, OH
Joe B. Fulton, Lorena, TX
Rebecca Glenister, Allentown, PA
Thomas J. Hall, Elmira, NY
James E. Hare, Elmira, NY
Shawn Hast, Rome, NY
Richard Henzel, Oak Park, IL
Jerry Holleran, Elmira, NY
Martha Horton, Elmira, NY
Joseph A. & Dorothy A. Jones, New Carlisle, IN
Joyce Kane, Elmira, NY
Jonathan Klemens, Gibsonia, PA
Harold & Jean Kolb, Jr., Covesville,VA
Nicholas Licari, Binghamton, NY
Joan V. Lindquist, Jackson, NJ
Sandra Littleton Uetz, Hammond, IN
Albert Locher, Urtenen-Schonbuhl, Switzerland
John Lockwood, Washington, D.C.
December 2017

Richard Lowry, Williamsburg, VA
Irene A. Majchrzak, Perry, NY
Joseph Mathey, Painted Post, NY
Robert B. McKinnon, Elmira, NY
Jenny Monroe, Corning, NY
Gloria Moss, Stamford, CT
Paul E. Nelson, Tryon, NC
Sally Randall, Penfield, NY
Thomas Reigstad, Kenmore, NY
Forrest G. Robinson, Santa Cruz, CA
Sam Rosenthal, Castaic, CA
Brandt Rowles, Media, PA
Katsumi Satouchi, Osaka, Japan
Ann Savage, Elmira, NY
William & Sherry Schilling, Oxford, OH
Robert Schmieder, Lewisburg, PA
Barbara Schmidt, Kingsland, TX
Charlotte Taylor Scott, Elmira, NY
Thomas A. Silkaitis, West Chicago, IL
Mary Smith, Rochester, NY
Robert K. Taylor, Dundee, NY
Daniel L. Teed, Watkins Glen, NY
Martha R. Treichler, Hammondsport, NY
Suzanne C. Urban, Waverly, NY
Deanne Vandevert, Grants Pass, OR
Susanne M. Weil, Onalask, WA
Katharine S. Weitzel, Bluffton, SC
Carl Wieck, Tampere, Finland
Stephen Westin, Ithaca, NY
Individual Members ($10-20)
Diane H. Campbell, DeRuyter, NY
Diana Denner, Troy, NY
Jules Hojnowski, Ithaca, NY
Mary Smith, Rochester, NY
Wayne Scott, Columbia, SC
In Memoriam
In Memory of James Perry
From Matt & Joy Perry, Elmira, NY
In Memory of Jane Wisbey
From Mary Anne Perks, Horseheads, NY
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Memories from 2017
“My memory was never loaded with anything but blank cartridges.”

				

Life On The Mississippi

EC “Portraying Mark Twain” Contest Winners
Janine Velardi ‘19 (left) and Miranda Satterly ‘18

Joseph Csicsila at Cowles Hall, kicking
off the 2017 “Trouble Begins” lectures

Kotaro Nakagaki (left),
Takuya Kubo (middle), and Atsushi
Sugimura (right) at Quarry Farm

Hugh H. Davis (left) and John Davis (right) in the
Tripp Lecture Hall at Elmira 2017

December 2017

Linda Morris (left), and Barbara Snedecor (right)
at the 2017 Quarry Farm Picnic

Hal Bush at Cowles Hall, concluding
the 2017 “Trouble Begins” lectures

Cindy Hayden (left), Nathaniel Ball (middle), and
Barbara Jones Brown (right) at the Quarry Farm Barn
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Sarah Ingle at the Park Church

David Sloane (left) and Jocelyn Chadwick
(right) arrive at the Elmira 2017
Quarry Farm Picnic

Joseph Lemak (middle) introduces Hoi Na Kung (right)
in the Quarry Farm Barn

Emily VanDette about to give her
“Trouble Begins” talk at Cowles Hall

December 2017

Nathaniel Williams in the
Quarry Farm Kitchen

Steve Webb (left) and his Jazz Trio at the Elmira 2017
Quarry Farm Picnic

Jarrod Roark, presenting in the
Tripp Lecture Hall at Elmira 2017
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Announcing the Fifth Quarry Farm Weekend Symposium:
AMERICAN LITERARY HISTORY AND ECONOMICS
IN THE NEW GILDED AGE
The economic expansion of the U.S. during Mark Twain’s lifetime was
unprecedented, in this country or any other. Twain was fascinated by the
technological innovations that transformed commerce and industry, the volatile
financial markets that strained to keep up with the demands of entrepreneurs and
investors, the infamous magnates that accumulated private fortunes unimaginable
to previous generations, the corrosive symbiosis of private wealth and public
servants, the precarious plight of consumers and laborers who both drove the
economy and were periodically driven over by it, and the fledgling field of
philosophical inquiry, political economy, aimed at understanding the organizing
principles of capitalist society.
Before anybody suspected he would become the literary figure who defined
this era, Twain gave it its lasting nickname, the Gilded Age, recognizing that the
luxurious lifestyles of America’s nouveau riche celebrities and the bedazzling
technologies advertised by American entrepreneurs disguised deep disparities of
wealth, exploitative employment practices, systemic corruption, and widespread
financial fraud. As we find ourselves in what is now frequently called “The New
Gilded Age,” characterized by many of the same phenomena, CMTS’s Fifth Quarry Farm Weekend Symposium will
feature scholars who explore the intersections of economic history, economic theory, mass media, and literature.
The symposium will be organized by Henry B. Wonham (U. of Oregon), Lawrence Howe (Roosevelt U.), and Matt
Seybold (Elmira College). Wonham and Howe’s collection, Mark Twain & Money, was published earlier this year,
while Seybold’s Routledge Companion to Literature & Economics (coedited with Michelle Chihara) is forthcoming in
2018. The keynote speaker will be David Sloane Wilson (SUNY Binghamton), cofounder of The Evolution Institute
and Evonomics.com, as well as author of numerous books, most recently Does Altruism Exist?: Culture, Genes, &
the Welfare of Others.
CMTS anticipates a vibrant and inventive panel of scholars who will be invited to submit expanded versions of their
papers for inclusion in a special issue of American Literary History being prepared for 2019.
The symposium will begin on Friday, October 5, 2018 with a dinner in Meier Hall on the Elmira College campus,
followed by a keynote address by David Sloan Wilson. We will continue throughout the next day with presentations
and discussions in the tranquil atmosphere of Quarry Farm, where breakfast, lunch, and dinner will also be served.
Registrants will be invited back to Quarry Farm on Sunday morning to enjoy an autumnal breakfast and casual
discussions.
DATES: Friday, October 5, 2018 to Sunday, October 7, 2018
HOUSING: Special rates on the Elmira College Campus and the Elmira Riverside Holiday Inn
TRANSPORTATION: Shuttles will be provided to and from Quarry Farm on Saturday, October 6
COST: $175 - Price includes 5 full meals, with beer/wine at dinners, and a conference program.
Please note that due to the fragile nature of Quarry Farm, the symposium will be limited to 50 attendees.
Attention Graduate Students: CMTS will waive all registration fees and provide free lodging for a select number of
graduate students. If you are interested in this opportunity, contact Joseph Lemak (jlemak@elmira.edu) or Matthew
Seybold (mseybold@elmira.edu).
December 2017
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Quarry Farm Fellowships
Now Accepting Applications

Quarry Farm Fellowships are open to any scholar working in any field related to Mark Twain Studies at
any career stage. This is a unique opportunity to work on academic or creative projects at Quarry Farm,
Mark Twain’s summer retreat where he penned Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and other iconic works.
Nine Quarry Farm Fellowships will be offered in 2019:
• Three one-month residencies, including housing
at Quarry Farm and a $1500 honorarium for each
residency
•

Six two-week residencies, including housing at
Quarry Farm and a $1000 honorarium for each
residency

•

At least one month-long and two two-week
fellowships will be reserved for graduate students,
contingent faculty, and faculty three or fewer years
removed from completion of their Ph.D.

Applications are due: November 30, 2019

Visit: www.marktwainstudies.com for more information.

For information about donating to CMTS, upcoming lectures and events,
Quarry Farm fellowships, teaching resources, and all things Mark Twain,
Visit www.MarkTwainStudies.org
Staff of the Center for Mark Twain Studies
Mr. Nathaniel Ball, Archivist
Ms. Trish Cordell, Academic Secretary
Ms. Jan Kather, Photographer and Media Artist
Dr. Joseph Lemak, Director
Dr. Matthew Seybold, Assistant Professor of American Literature
Mr. Steve Webb, Quarry Farm Caretaker

